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FWS COMPLETES COMMITMEJT OF FIRST YEAR'S FUNDS 
UNDER SALTONSTALL&ENNFDY FISHERY PROGRAM 

"The American commercial fishing industry is now in a better position to 
realize its production and marketing potential than at any previous time in its 
long history, VI Acting Secretary of the Interior Clarence A, Davis declared today 
when he announced the signing of contracts totaling $705,000 for fishery research 
and market developent projects. 

These new contracts, between the Fish and Wildlife Service and college and 
research organizations, complete the commitment of the $3 million authorized for 
fiscal year 1955 under the Saltonstall-Kennedy Act (P.L. 466, 83d Congress). This 
legislation, designed to promote trade in domestically produced fishery products, 
provides that an amount equal to 30 percent of duties collected under the customs 
lawson fishery products shall be transferred annually for three years from the 
Department of Agriculture to the Department of the Interior. 

.- 
Expanded production and the developnent of new markets for fishery products 

are expected to result from this coordinated Government-industry program which 
has been drafted to produce practical results for the industry in the shortest 
possible time. 

Acting Secretary Davis commended the American Fisheries Advisory Committee 
for its assistance in the research and development program, “The advice and 
counsel given to us by this group of experts from the commercial fishing industry 
for the best use of Saltonstall-Kennedy funds has been of inestimable value in 
getting this program off to such a splendid start,” Mr. Davis said, “We look forward 
to working in close partnership with this Committee," . 

The Advisory Committee consists of 19 representatives of all segments of the 
American fishing industry from all sections of the country. 

The final contracts signed for fiscal year 1955 include the following: 

Salmon425,000, for one year, with the Alaska Department of Fisheries, to 
study the effect of predation on the mortality of Alaska salmon in their stream 
and ocean environments. Voracious fishes, birds, and marine mammals are known to 
destroy large quantities of salmon. Information gained from this study will serve 
as the basis of policies regardi:lg the reduction of certain predator populations 
for the sake of improving the abundance of salmon. This contract brings the salmon 
research activities under the Saltonstall-Kennedy Act to a total of about $215,000 
for the 1955 fiscal year, ‘. 



boat& A&&tic trcrwl fi~OOjOO0, for t&W08 ye-a, *th the Wmds Hole 
Ocea&qraphiq Institution, Woods Hole, Mass;, for sn investigation of cliriatio 

_.iand oceanographic factors inflwnc~g the abundame and distributiok of Atlantic 
fish populat$ons. With previous allocations of about ~'70,000 for North Atlantic 
activities, this contract brings the total to about $470,000. 

Gulf of Mq&+-$20,000, for one year, with the Uuivmsity of Mlsmi Marine 
Laboratory, $..nFlorida, tomakeabiological studyoftheFlorida spongegrounds 
and the extent and densftyofthespongepoprlatioa supportingthe&dusWyUhich 
operated in extraterritorial waters, An epidemic w&Ang disease has twice 
(1938-39 and 1%8-&9) 8ariouS~ reduced the quantity of marketable sponges. Effec- 
ltiitsbiologicalmanagenentofthe apoargeflsh~arPdsdm4istratioaoftheFederal 
Sponge Law are dependent upon reliable biologic&L data. Previous aliocation8 of 
&out $53,000 were made for biologiaal research in the Gulf of Mm&o primsrily 
on the study of causes and control of toxzko red tide on the Florida west coast. 

publil5,000, with the National Academy of Sciences ia Washington, 
D. c., for'the publication af a much needed volume on fishery biology which will 
contain ineasilyreferenoedtalmlar fonudataalreadycollected oncertain 
specleu for such items as ohmical coplposition, t#snpevature tolerances, salinity 
preferences aud tolerauces, breeding habits, average life 4QXUV3, and mmhlity 
rates. 

,989, covering threecontracts for reaearchon 
OYS ch emwe millions of dollars in lo8ses each year 
to the oyster crop. On8 of the88 contracts for $24,000 extending for three year8, 
has bean sigasd vith th8 vir@i@ Fisheries ~bOr&Ox'y to study th8 Iif8 history 
of oyster drills. Under a three-year contraat with the University of North 

.-~ Carolina, for $l6,8& a comparative stvdy will be made of the structure and 
functions of the snail's drilling organs to develop control.possibilitieu. A 
third thrse-year contract with the Oyster Institute of Morth America, for $43,115, 
will center on experimental salt water pond cultivation of oyster8 aad clens under 
proteoted couditions. Approrimately $65,uOo WLs pqwIously allocated for study 
of oyster predators and seed oysters. 

Channel q&Q&-$20,300, with the University of Qtlahaua, to develop improved 
techniques for the propagation of this species whioh is a +$ice one in the Midwes$ 
South, and Southeast. Ccmmercial fish farms have attmupted to rear these,caffish 
to meet stocking dauands but ham failed for lack of knowledge.about the fish and 
its requirements, 

Gulf of Mexiuo 
Pascrrgoula, Miss., 

e tion&39,ooO, with the Gulf Marine Ways, Inc;, 
for an &haul of the electrical systm on the research vesssl 

0reaon which c&k&s exploratory fishing operations in the Gulf of Meldoo. 

g- 
for the pwrohase and oug;yie;f; 
at Coral Gables, Fla. 

is needed to experimeats WI inrproved typea of fishing gear, 
undermter Mevision, electronic devices, and other methods of locating and 
catchiug fish designed to increase the efficiency of camercial fishem. 

beenallocatedto makeun 
due n of voluntaq Federal stars@% 
and conditions to the inspection and grading of fish mad fish- produtfe. A 
contract far $l4,898 has been signed with the University of Massachusetts, at 
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Amherst, for a study of the principal characteristic8 of breaded rhr3mp a8 now 
commercially packed. A contract for $6,000 has been negotiated with the UniversSty 

-, of Florida, at Gainsville, for the develoment of grades and at8ndards for natural 
8ponges to aid Sn the marketing of thi8 product. A $10,000 contract with the 
California Fish and Game Connniesion covers a study for tiprovement in methods of 
freesing skipjack tuna at sea. A contract is pending for $16,500 with Arthur D. 
Little, Inc., of Boston, Ha88 ., a commercial research organization, covering a 
study of the modification of fish oils by chemical treatment and the testing of 
these product8 for application8 in such industrial product8 as coatings, water- 
proofings, and improved surface finishes, Other standards work so far undertaken 
is being financed with allocations of about $100,000. 

@mnercial fishery 
College, at Corvallis, 

namic studiep-A $50,000 contract irfth Oregon State 
fF18 months will cover a study of the eco&cs of fish 

distribution on the Pacific coast to'determiner (1) conswnption and prices of 
different varieties of fish in the major Pacific coast consming centere; and (2) 
the market potential for fish In the Pacifio coast States. The project will under- 
take to 8urveymajor fish conecrming mrkete in California, Oregon, and Washington 
to determfne source8 of 8upply, marketing channel8 and practice8, and prices. 

An allocation of $50,000 will permit a study of the fishing bdustryrs hull 
and protection and indemnity insurance problasle. A contract is now under negoff- 
ation. Rate8 and premir;sns for this insurance have reached phenomenal level8 in 
many segments of the lndu8tr-y. Veasal operation8 on all COa8t8 have been hampered 
by this co@ition, Recommendations resulting Pram the project should lead to 
better operating Condition8 Under present insuring method8 or new and better $n- 
euriag methods, both of wh$ah ehould result In lower insuranoe costs for ocmm~erci~ 
fishermen. i- Theas contract8 bring to a total of $243,000 the econanics studies 
being conducted under the Saltonatell-Kennedy Act in fiscal year 2955. 

Marketinn of fish- nroductq-A contract for $24,950 hasl been Si@Ed with 
A. V. Wood & Company, of New York City, for a etudy of the marketing of fishery 
products in Philadelphia, Cleveland, St. Louie, Detroit, Baltiznore, Atlanta, 
Minneapolis-St. Paul, and HoU8ton, to determine local coneulpption of fishery 
products. This is a field in which information is almost totally lacking. The 
study is eqmcted to provide background for the orderly expansion of market new8, 
statistice, and economic coverage. 

Exnanaion of ed=atlon and market develogaent activitie84$24,000 ha8 been 
eamarked for the replacment of the Fish and Wildlife Servicers educational 
motion picture prints. Heavy circulation of these Service-supervised productions 
ha8 cawed such deterioration that it ie neeebsary to replace msny of the print8 
ad obtain a larger number of copies in order to meet di8trfbutiOn demande. 
$lO,OOO ha8 been set aside for preparation of a group of fishery edUcational 
eXhiblt8 for use at national conventions. $13,000 has b8en allocated for the 
preparation of an educational motion picture on nutritive val~ea of fishery paaductrr 
Thie film will give the general public a better understanding of the dietary 
advantages to be gained b eating fish and shellfish. PreViOU8 allOMtiorM3 for 
educational and market develo~ent activities amounted to about ~255,000, 

In placing all of these new eontract8, the Fish and Wildlife Service ha8 tried 
to avrril itself of the most axperien& groups act$,ve in each particular field and 
located where contract re8earch, Servlca research, and $ndUstry acrsistance could 
be bs8t integrated. 
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